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thing new to which the Khilafat Committee could turn its
attention. It supported the Arabs during 1929-30 over the
Wailing Wall Commission affair. When Muhammad 'all
died he was buried (January 1931) in Jerusalem, in the
fyaram al sharlf. The Committee had a considerable share
in organizing the Islamic Congress held at Jerusalem in
December of that year ; but Shawkat was disappointed at
how Arab, rather than Islamic, it turned out to be.
One did not have to be very astute to realize by now
that the Khilafat affair as an Indian political issue had
petered out.
It had petered out because it was a wrong ideology,
romantic and out of touch with actualities. Anyone who
was at all alert must have recognized its falsehood by 1924
at the very latest. The Khilafatist Indians were in fact
struggling for something ; yet they thought that they were
struggling for something else, for the Turkish khildfah about
which they really knew little. The trouble with a wrong
ideology is that it is inefficient. While the Indian Khila-
fatists were putting forth a mighty and sacrificial effort,
presumably to help Turkey and an old world order in which
they had once participated, that order was unreal; and
Turkey itself was struggling, successfully, and in an entirely
different direction. It was a painful process for the Indian
Muslims to adjust their minds to the concrete facts of the
situation, as they gradually became revealed. It is always
a painful process to give up dreams and to look reality in
the face.